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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Arguments 
1. Applicant's arguments filed on 10/21/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

In response to applicant's arguments, regarding claims 1 and 10, that Curtiss et al 
(hereinafter "Curtiss"), Pub. No.: US 2003/0162562, fails to disclose installable accessory 
options, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Note that the register of Curtiss is any type of 
storage unit configured to store data that defines or controls certain aspects of operation (Curtiss: 
page 5, paragraph [0050]). Moreover, the Examiner makes reference to Curtiss, page 2, 
paragraph [0014] and page 4, paragraph [0042], where it discloses that, in order to overcome 
prior art drawbacks, the accessory includes memory configured to store data for the advantage of 
the most current data, which is tailored for the accessory, and if the accessory must be modified, 
the data may also be updated to provide flexibility for future use of different components in the 
accessory, hence installable accessory options as stated in the claim. 

In response to appHcant's arguments, regarding claim 5, that Curtiss fails to disclose an 
accessory with self-configures itself and a communication device adjusting its operation in 
response thereto, the Examiner makes reference to Curtiss page 5, paragraph [0050] and page 7, 
paragraph [0071] where it discloses that the accessory is self-defining and operable with 
numerous devices without need of data stored on the devices and that the accessory 
configurations will cause the accessory to respond in a way that will identify it. Moreover, page 
4, paragraph [0043] discloses that by storing the data in the accessory the proper data is present 
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for use by the communication device; hence, disclose an accessory with self-configures itself and 
a communication device adjusting its operation in response thereto as stated in the claim. 

In response to applicant's arguments, regarding claim 13, that Curtiss does his updating 
at the electronic device side, the Examiner makes reference to Curtiss page 6, paragraphs [0056] 
and [0059] where it discloses that in another embodiment the accessory includes apparatus to 
perform a comparison or other analysis of data for updating. 

In response to applicant's arguments regarding claim 12, the recitation for self- 
configuring an accessory to a radio has not been given patentable weight because the recitation 
occurs in the preamble. A preamble is generally not accorded any patentable weight where it 
merely recites the purpose of a process or the intended use of a structure, and where the body of 
the claim does not depend on the preamble for completeness but, instead, the process steps or 
structural limitations are able to stand alone. See In re Hirao, 535 F.2d67, 190 USPQ 15 
(CCPA 1976) and Kropa v. Robie, 187 F.2d 150, 152, 88 USPQ 478, 481 (CCPA 1951). 
Moreover, the response stated above for claim 5 appUes also to this claim. 

2. The objection of claims 16-17 has been withdrawn. 

3. For the reasons stated above, the claims stand rejected under 35 U.S.C § 102 and 103(a) 
as stated in the last Action. According, this Action is made FINAL. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the appHcant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,034 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2687 

international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 2 1 (2) of such treaty in the English language. 

5. Claims 1-6, 8, 13-22, and 24-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Curtiss et al. (hereinafter "Curtiss"; Pub. No.: US 2003/0162562). 

Regarding claim 1, Curtiss discloses an interface configuration for an accessory, 
comprising: an accessory microcontroller (Fig, 5, reference numeral 508); at least one accessory 
option for installation into the accessory, the at least one accessory option detected by the 
accessory microcontroller (Fig. 5, reference numeral 524; page 5, paragraphs [0050]); and a 
serial memory device coupled to the accessory microcontroller (Fig. 5, reference numeral 512), 
the serial memory device having accessory data stored therein (page 5, paragraph [0049]), the 
accessory microcontroller reading the serial memory device (page 5, paragraph [0049]) and 
comparing the accessory data to the at least one detected accessory option (page 5, paragraph 
[0050]; note that the register stores data regarding the address of relevant data in the memory), 
the accessory updating the serial memory device with the detected accessory option for self- 
configuration (page 5, paragraph [0050], 4^ sentence; and page 2, paragraph [0014], last 
sentence). 

Regarding claim 2, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 1 (see above), 
wherein the serial memory device is accessible locally fi-om the accessory microcontroller (Fig. 
5), and the serial memory device is accessible remotely from a radio microcontroller (page 5, 
paragraph [0049]; page 1, paragraph [0003]). 

Regarding claim 3, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 2 (see above), 
fiirther comprising a data bus for data communication between the radio microcontroller and the 
accessory microcontroller (page 5, paragraph [0049], 2"^ sentence). 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,034 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2687 

Regarding claim 4, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 1 (see above), 
wherein the at least one accessory option is updatable (page 5, paragraph [0050]; note that the 
register stores data regarding the particular configuration or connection of the accessory (i.e., 
accessory option) at the time of use; hence, since the accessory is self-defining and operable with 
numerous devices, the accessory option is updated whenever the accessory is used). 

Regarding claim 5, Curtiss discloses a smart accessory for a communication device (Fig. 
5; page 5, paragraph [0049]), the accessory comprising: a memory device (Fig. 5, reference 
numeral 512) having accessory parameter data stored therein (page 5, paragraph [0049]), the 
parameter data being accessible locally by the smart accessory (Fig. 5) and remotely by the 
communication device (page 5, paragraph [0049]; page 1, paragraph [0003]); installable modules 
for storing optional operating configurations stored within the smart accessory (Fig. 5, reference 
numeral 524; page 5, paragraph [0050]); and wherein the smart accessory self-configures itself to 
operate over at least one of the optional operating configurations based on the parameter data 
(page 5, paragraph [0050]; and page 2, paragraph [0014], last sentence), and the communication 
device adjust its operation in response thereto (page 5, paragraphs [0049]-[0051]). 

Regarding claim 6, Curtiss discloses the smart accessory of claim 5, wherein the optional 
operating configurations include software options (page 5, paragraph [0050]). 

Regarding claim 8, the smart accessory of claim 5, wherein the optional operating 
configurations include electrical options (page 5, paragraphs [0050]-[0051]). 

Regarding claim 13, Curtiss discloses an interface configuration for an accessory (Fig. 1, 
reference numeral 1 12) to be used with a communication device (Fig. 1, reference numeral 104), 
comprising: at the accessory: an accessory microcontroller (Fig. 5, reference numeral 508); 
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accessory options coupled to the accessory microcontroller (Fig. 5, reference numeral 524; page 
5, paragraph [0050]); and a serial memory device coupled to the accessory microcontroller (Fig. 
5, reference numeral 512), the serial memory device containing parameter data for the accessory 
(page 5, paragraph [0049]) that is accessible locally from the accessory microcontroller (Fig, 5), 
the accessory microcontroller verifying and updating the parameter data to correspond with the 
accessory options (page 5, paragraphs [0049]-[0050]; and page 2, paragraph [0014], last 
sentence); and the updated parameter data available remotely to the communication device for 
operation of the accessory v^ith the radio (page 5, paragraph [0050]; and page 2, paragraph 
[0014], last sentence). 

Regarding claim 14, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 13, v^herein the 
serial memory device is a single wire device (page 4, paragraph [0041], 3*^^ sentence). 

Regarding claim 15, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 13, wherein the 
serial memory device is a two-wire device (page 4, paragraph [0041], 1^ sentence). 

Regarding claim 16, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 13, wherein the 
serial memory device is a three-wire device (page 4, paragraph [0041], 3"^*^ sentence). 

Regarding claim 17, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 13, wherein the 
accessory options include at least one of software, mechanical, and electrical options (page 5, 
paragraph [0050]). 

Regarding claim 18, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 1, wherein the 
at least one accessory option is user-installed (page 1, paragraph [0005]; note that Curtiss 
discloses that in the prior art the data was stored in the phone at the time the phone leaves the 
manufacturing plant or when the phone is sold, the latter being interpreted as user-installed; it is 
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inherent from Curtiss disclosure that this can be done for the at least one accessory option; see 
also page 7, paragraph [0067]). 

Regarding claim 19, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 1, wherein the 
at least one accessory option is factory-installed (page 1, paragraph [0005]; note Curtiss discloses 
that in the prior art the data was stored in the phone at the time the phone leaves the 
manufacturing plant, i.e., factory-installed, or when the phone is sold; it is inherent from Curtiss 
disclosure that this can be done for the at least one accessory option). 

Regarding claim 20, Curtiss discloses the smart accessory of claim 5, wherein the 
installable modules are user-installed (page 1, paragraph [0005]; note that Curtiss discloses that 
in the prior art the data was stored in the phone at the time the phone leaves the manufacturing 
plant or when the phone is sold, the latter bemg interpreted as user-installed; it is inherent from 
Curtiss disclosure that this can be done for the installable modules; see also page 7, paragraph 
[0067]). 

Regarding claim 21, Curtiss discloses the smart accessory of claim 5, wherein the 
installable modules are factory-installed (page 1, paragraph [0005]; note Curtiss discloses that in 
the prior art the data was stored in the phone at the time the phone leaves the manufacturing 
plant, i.e., factory-installed, or when the phone is sold; it is inherent from Curtiss disclosure that 
this can be done for the installable modules). 

Regarding claim 22, Curtiss discloses the smart accessory of claim 5, wherein some of 
the installable modules are user-installed and others are factory-installed (page 1, paragraph 
[0005]; note that Curtiss discloses that in the prior art the data was stored in the phone at the time 
the phone leaves the manufacturing plant, i.e., factory-installed, or when the phone is sold, the 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,034 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2687 

latter being interpreted as user-installed; it is inherent from Curtiss disclosure that this can be 
done for the installable modules; see also page 7, paragraph [0067]). 

Regarding claim 24, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 13, wherein the 
at least one accessory option is user-installed (page 1, paragraph [0005]; note that Curtiss 
discloses that in the prior art the data was stored in the phone at the time the phone leaves the 
manufacturing plant or when the phone is sold, the latter being interpreted as user-installed; it is 
inherent from Curtiss disclosure that this can be done for the at least one accessory option; see 
also page 7, paragraph [0067]). 

Regarding claim 25, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 13, wherein the 
at least one accessory option is factory-installed (page 1, paragraph [0005]; note Curtiss discloses 
that in the prior art the data was stored in the phone at the time the phone leaves the 
manufacturing plant, i.e., factory-installed, or when the phone is sold; it is inherent from Curtiss 
disclosure that this can be done for the at least one accessory option). 

Regarding claim 26, Curtiss discloses the interface configuration of claim 13, wherein 
some of the accessory options are user-installed and others are factory-installed (page 1, 
paragraph [0005]; note that Curtiss discloses that in the prior art the data was stored in the phone 
at the time the phone leaves the manufacturing plant, i.e., factory-installed, or when the phone is 
sold, the latter being interpreted as user-installed; it is inherent from Curtiss disclosure that this 
can be done for the installable modules; see also page 2, paragraph [0014] and page 7, paragraph 
[0067]). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham \. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are appUed for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3 . Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

8. Claims 7, 9-12, and 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Curtiss in view of Bozoukov (Patent No.: 6,603,986). 

Regarding claim 7, Curtiss discloses the smart accessory of claim 5 (see above). Curtiss 
fails to disclose wherein the optional operating configurations include mechanical options. 

However, Bozoukov discloses a smart accessory (Fig. 2, reference numeral 14) for a 
communication device (Fig. 2, reference numeral 12) comprising optional operating 
configurations stored within the smart accessory (col. 3, Unes 21-26; col. 6, hnes 61-67) wherein 
the optional operatmg configurations include mechanical options (col 7; Table B). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of invention by 
applicant to include in the optional operating configurations of Curtiss mechanical options as 
suggested by Bozoukov. 
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One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to include in the optional 
operating configurations mechanical options because it would provide control of one or more 
programmable functions of the accessory (Bozoukov: col. 6, lines 63-65). 

Regarding claim 9, Curtiss discloses the smart accessory of claim 5 (see above) wherein 
the optional operating configurations include software and electrical options (page 5, paragraphs 
[0050]-[0051]). Curtiss fails to disclose wherein the optional operating configurations include 
software, mechanical, and electrical options. 

However, Bozoukov discloses a smart accessory (Fig. 2, reference numeral 14) for a 
communication device (Fig. 2, reference numeral 12) comprising optional operating 
configurations stored within the smart accessory (col. 3, lines 21-26; col. 6, lines 61-67) wherein 
the optional operating configurations include software, mechanical, and electrical options (col. 7; 
Table B). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of invention by 
applicant to include in the optional operating configurations of Curtiss include software, 
mechanical, and electrical options as suggested by Bozoukov. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to include in the optional 
operating configurations software, mechanical, and electrical options because it would provide 
control of one or more programmable fimctions of the accessory (Bozoukov: col. 6, lines 63-65). 

Regarding claim 10, Curtiss discloses a method for self-configuring a smart accessory 
(page 5, paragraph [0050]), comprising the steps of providing a common electrical and software 
platform for the accessory with optional electrical, and software configurations therein (Fig. 5, 
reference numeral 524; page 5, paragraphs [0049]-[0051]); installing an optional configuration 



Application/Control Number: 10/669,034 Page 1 1 

Art Unit: 2687 

into the accessory (page 2, paragraph [0014]; page 7, paragraph [0067]); providing a memory 
device having accessory parameter data stored therein (Fig. 5, reference numeral 512; paragraph 
[0049]); detecting the presence of the optional configuration at the accessory (page 5, paragraph 
[0050]); updating the accessory parameter data of the memory device so as to self-configure the 
accessory to the detected optional configuration (page 5, paragraph [0050], 4* sentence; and 
page 2, paragraph [0014], last sentence). 

Curtiss fails to disclose providing a common electrical, mechanical, and software 
platform for the accessory with optional electrical, mechanical, and sofl:ware configurations 
therein. 

However, Bozoukov, in a smart accessory (Fig. 2, reference numeral 14), discloses 
providing a common electrical, mechanical, and software platform for the accessory with 
optional electrical, mechanical, and software configurations therein; (col. 3, lines 21-26; col. 6, 
lines 61-67; col. 7; Table B); detecting the presence of an optional configuration (col. 7, lines 54- 
60). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of invention by 
appUcant to provide in the common electrical and software platform for the accessory with 
optional electrical and software configurations therein of Curtiss a common mechanical platform 
for the accessory with optional mechanical configurations therein; and detecting the presence of 
an optional configuration as suggested by Bozoukov. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to provide, in the common 
electrical and software platform for the accessory with optional electrical and software 
configurations therein, a common mechanical platform for the accessory with optional 
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mechanical configurations therein because it would provide control of one or more 
programmable functions of the accessory (Bozoukov: col. 6, lines 63-65); and detecting the 
presence of an optional configuration because it would applied the settings to the various 
functions of the accessory (Bozoukov: col. 7, lines 54-60). 

Regarding claim 1 1, in the obvious combination, Curtiss discloses further comprising the 
step of adjusting a communication device based on the accessory configuration (page 5, 
paragraphs [0049]-[0051]). 

Regarding claim 12, Curtiss discloses a method for self-configuring an accessory to a 
radio (page 5, paragraph [0050]; and page 1, paragraph [0003]), comprising the steps of: 
powering up an accessory having a serial memory device contained therein (page 5, paragraph 
[0049]); detecting the presence of options including electrical, and software options within the 
accessory (page 5, paragraph [0050]); reading accessory parameter data from the serial memory 
device (page 5, paragraphs [0049]-[0050]); comparing the accessory parameter data to the 
detected options (page 5, paragraph [0050]; note that the register stores data regarding the 
address of relevant data in the memory); configuring the accessory for the detected options if the 
step of comparing did not result in a match (page 5, paragraph [0050]); detecting the presence of 
the accessory by the radio (page 5, paragraph [0052]; and page 1, paragraph [0003]); and 
operating the radio and accessory in accordance with the detected options (page 5, paragraph 
[0050]). 

Curtis fails to disclose detecting the presence of options including mechanical, electrical, 
and software options within the accessory. 
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However, Bozoukov, in an accessory, discloses detecting the presence of options 
including mechanical, electrical, and software options within the accessory (col. 3, lines 21-26; 
col. 6, lines 61-67; col. 7; Table B). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art at the time of invention by 
appUcant to detect the presence of options of Curtiss including mechanical, software, and 
electrical options as suggested by Bozoukov. 

One of ordinary skill in this art would have been motivated to detect the presence of 
options of Curtiss including mechanical, software, and electrical options because it would 
provide control of one or more programmable ftinctions of the accessory (Bozoukov: col. 6, lines 
63-65). 

Regarding claim 23, in the obvious combination, Curtiss discloses fijrther comprising the 
step of installing the options (page 2, paragraph [0014]; page 7, paragraph [0067]). 

Conclusion 

9. The prior art made of record and not rehed upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Huddart et al. (Patent No.: 5,729,603) discloses a self-configuring telephone interface 
unit; Knowles et al. (Pub. No.: US 2004/0033478) discloses a handset that configures 
automatically; and Knox (Patent No.: 6,301,626) discloses dynamic configuration of an input 
device by downloading. 

10. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time poUcy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 



Any inquiry concerning this conmiunication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Marivelisse Santiago-Cordero whose telephone number is (571) 
272-7839, The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7;30am to 
4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessftil, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lester Kincaid can be reached on (571) 272-7922. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center ^BC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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